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Database 411

Tricks and Tips to finding what you want when you need it

· Start with Keywords

· Use dictionaries, thesaurus, and encyclopedias to find search terms.

· Each Database may use different terms for the same subject.

· Learning Resource Center
· Available 24/7 through the library home page

· Log in with your Webadvisor login and password

· 55 databases with brief descriptions to help you find what you need

· Pick your Database

· Some allow you to search multiple databases at a time.

· Ex: Academic Search complete or Master File Premier

· Boolean Searching- using And, Or, Not
· Not used much anymore 

· Will search for your term in the title and abstract, so try to be 


specific.

· Using the example of the search terms Baseball and Sports

· AND-Shows results using both terms


 Gives you all articles containing both the terms: baseball and sports 


(32,947 returns)

· OR – Shows results using either term

 Gives you all articles containing either term baseball or sports (43,0024 


returns)

· NOT- Shows results limiting search.

      Gives you all articles containing term of baseball not sports (85,799  


returns)

· EBSCO Tools-- Tools will vary by database and provider, here are some common 


 
· Check on the help tab at the top right-hand corner to find the ones 


that work for your database.

· Wild card: ? or #  – replaces unknown characters.

      Use ? to replace each unknown character


Ex: ne?t  results will include: neat, next, nest.
                   Use # for alternative word endings or spellings


Ex: colo#r results will be color, colour
· Truncation: *- find all forms of root word.



Ex: comput* - results will include: computer, computing, etc.

· Parentheses: ( )- to group words together- word groups will be searched for 


first, from left to right



Ex: (dog and cat) and (show and parade)



With parentheses- results are articles about dog and cat that r

 
        reference show and parade



Without – results show everything on dogs as well as cat shows as 



well as parades

· Quotes: “”- searches for the exact phrase 


Ex: Solar power


  Without quotes –results show all articles containing solar, power,



and solar power (35,691 results)


   With quotes – results show all articles with the phrase solar 



power (828 results.)
· Field Codes: typed in search box are special indicators to limit your search


TI   Searches for title


 Ex: TI “gone with the wind” to find material related to story

           
SU to search for subject


AU to search for author

· Limitors – To narrow the returns, remember when you use these you may miss 


important sources.
· Apply Related Words check box: searches for true synonyms and plurals of your terms. 


     Ex: Neoplasm- will search for Tumor, Tumour, Tumors, Tumor's, 


Tumours, and Tumour's 

· By type of publication

· Remember- scholarly journals and peer reviewed journals are 



more authoritative!

· Search by full-text only- searches for only articles –ignores abstracts.

· Saves time 
· Subject – restricts returns to chosen sub-category.
· Can narrow research, but can eliminate useful articles.
· Date Bar- limits search to specified date range.
·  Historical paper – probably want both current and older 
information.
·  Informational paper – probably best to use only current       
information – (within last 5 years).
· Argumentative paper – may need both current and older 
information.
